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The Struggle of Identity Politics in India

India is an important trading partner of Australia, a fellow G20 nation with over 1.25 billion peoplein a
densely populated geography. India’s social fault lines are multi-dimensional based on caste, ethnicity,
religion, language, community and even gender. Following independence, applying democratic govern-
ance was one of the primary goals of its political leadership. Even after 70 years of democracy how does
India navigate through the social class structures that separate its citizens and take the whole country
forward towards economic prosperity that is based on equality, accessibility and justice for all? How will
India deal with the national identity question where everyone could relate to the ethos and feel inclusive
of the national story?

Professor Anwar Alam

Professor Anwar Alam is a Senior Fellow with Policy Perspectives Foundation, New Delhi.
Earlier, he served as full Professor in the Department of International Relations, Faculty of
Economics and Administrative Science, Zirve University, Gaziantep, Turkey; Professor and
Director of the Centre for West Asian Studies, Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI); Assistant and
Associate Professor at the Centre for West Asian Studies, School of International Studies,
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi; and Lecturer, Department of Political
Science, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh. He has been awarded a number of long- and
short-term fellowships, including the International Visitor Programme (Islamic) Scholar-
ship, United States (2002); the Indo-French Social Scientist Exchange Programme Fellow-
ship (2003, 2010); the Alexandor Von Humboldt Post Doctoral Fellowship, Germany
(2004-2006); and the AVH Renewed Research Stay Fellowship, Germany (June 2016). He
was Visiting Professor at Fatih University, Istanbul, Turkey (September 2010-August
2011).

Dr. Alam's recent publications include Muslim Minorities in Europe and India: Politics of Accommodation of Islamic
Identities (co-edited, July 2016); Arab Spring: Reflections on Political Changes in the Arab World and its Future (ed.
2014); “Emergence of Muslim Middle Class in Post-Independence India and Its Political Orientations,” Journal of
Muslim Minority Affairs 35, 1 (2015); “The Roots and Praxis of Fethullah Gulen’s Educational Discourse,” Hizmet
Studies Review 2, 3 (2015); “The Arab Spring: A View From India” in Routledge Handbook of the Arab Spring: Rethink-
ing Democratisation (2014); and “Islam and Violence,” GITAM Journal of Gandhian Studies 3, 1 (2014). His area of
research interests includes International Politics, Indian politics, Politics in Middle East, Political Theory, Religion and
Politics, Political Islam, and Muslim Societies.

R o8

Female Orphan School

e
ARRAMAT, Rive
5




