43 Australian-based experts in the Holocaust,
genocide and human rights reaffirm the
historical reality of the Armenian genocide and
urge SBS to candidly report on it.

citizens through direct killing, torture, rape,
starvation and forced death marches.

Yet SBS, citing no examples, justifies its editorial
policy by stating that “many historians dispute
whether it was a genocide”.

The event is abundantly documented in the official
records of the United States, France, Great Britain,
Russia and Turkey’s wartime allies Germany,
Austria, and Hungary; in Ottoman courts-martial
records; by the eyewitness accounts of relief
workers and missionaries; in the testimony of
survivors; and by decades of historical scholarship.

Holocaust scholar Deborah Lipstadt — whose
legal battle against Holocaust denier David Irving
is portrayed in the film Denial — has written:
“Denial of genocide — whether that of the Turks
against the Armenians or the Nazis against the
Jews — is not an act of historical reinterpretation...

As scholars and practitioners on Holocaust,
genocide and human rights issues, we are seriously
concerned by the Special Broadcasting Service’s
(SBSs) editorial policy on the Armenian genocide.

SBS reporters are instructed to refer to the event
not as the Armenian genocide but as “the mass
killing of Armenians, considered by many to have
been a genocide, which Turkey denies”

In always coupling references to the Armenian
genocide with Turkey’s denial, SBS treats
historians’ findings and the views of deniers as if

they had equal weight.
This is misguided and wrong.

Beginning in 1915, the Ottoman Government
conducted a systematic genocide of its Armenian

Raphael Lemkin, the jurist who coined the
term ‘genocide’ and drafted the United Nations’
Genocide Convention, developed the concept of

the crime based partly on the Armenian experience.

The International Association of Genocide
Scholars has unanimously reaffirmed that the mass
murder of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire
conformed to the provisions of the UN Genocide
Convention.

A growing number of Turkish historians also
acknowledge the Armenian genocide.

e

The deniers aim at convincing innocent third
parties that there is ‘another side of the story’..
when there is no credible ‘other side’”

The New York Times, The Boston Globe, the

Los Angeles Times, the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation, The Jerusalem Post and Haaretz have
heeded these words. They accept the Armenian
genocide as fact and forthrightly report on it.

SBS should follow the lead of its international
counterparts on the Armenian genocide. That
means using no caveats or qualiﬁers in reporting
on what is an indisputable historical fact.
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