refugees. The actual ur_nber of
people who arrived by boat was
158199091 and 78 inx 1992 and
‘the legxslatlon Temoved actess to
judicial review and. mandateda:
‘detention; period’ for boatpeople-
“ofup to 273 ddys. Two years ater:
‘the'273:day limit was removed,

-allowing for mdeﬁmte détention:

lght years.ago; in-April 2004
'H ".-nghts Comrmssmn

ort?! 7 report i parhament The.
nqun'y fotmd thatbétween Julyl,
1999 and June 30, 20032184 chilz
‘dren were détained after arriving:
by boat to seek asylumin Austra:
kE Appmxtmately 14'per cent of:
: those children came to:Australia
‘withno parents;and mostof them
Arie from Iraq, Iran and Afgh an—

i Fen it

parents: was the most. traumatls— _
i experle_l_lce of my wotk 2 as hu— b

anrlgh commissfoner:-
L eport concluded that

alia’s: mandatory de—
‘whichi allowed the

‘haii rlghts wolatlons in Austra» '
: ha §post: World War Il history. -

. Thenquiry: alsofound thatthe
vast majorityof children were

‘récognised astefugees and subse-

“quently released into the: Austra:

lian community with their pars .
- ents; For example; almost: 98 per:

-gentof the Iradi and well'over 95 ¢

per.cent of Afghani 'ér('c_i:'Iranian'

onment of chJI— i

. was the mcluswn mto theact of A
. principle that “a’ minor shall only.
be detained as'a measurs of last

- resort”; Howard's border protec:

t:onpohcy_ensuredthatboats sEos

‘pped airiving/ In 2003204, only’53: :

people arrived in'Aastraliaby -

 boatwithout avisa. Consequently’ -
i:2005; we all-held hope thatthe:

_ mandatory, long term detentlon '
ofichildrenin:Australia vwas a'
thing of the past In fact; for: the :

. three years after those chinges,

- children were niot being detained’

-+, in'anything other' thati excep::

- tional circtimstanicés and for very ',

short periods of timie: >

The Laborjgovemment has




